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act in, which were removed by country air
and tonics.

In less than three months this lady was
restored to her usual good health. Some
fullness and hardness remained on the site
of the abscess. Menstruation as regular as
ever. I shall now return to the original
affection. The hernia had increased in
size.

I found considerable difficulty in con-
veying an idea of the instrument required
for its support to our instrument-makers.
At length I applied to my friend Mr.
I,’Estru:yc, whose ingenuity and mechanical
genius are too well known to the profession
and the public to need any tribute of praise
at my hands. This gentleman most ob-
lingly visited my patient, and undertook the
task. Under his superintendance an instru-
ment, on the principle of a truss, has been
constructed, which completely keeps the
hernia 1’educed, without producing any mark-
ed uneasiness by its pressure. This inge-
nious instrument consists of a concave piece
of tin, padded, and adapted to the right hip,
between the anterior and spinous process of
ilium and great trochanter, A girth passes
from this around the back, and correspond-
ing part of the left hip, which is fastened
with buckles to the other extremity, so as to
steady the padded tin. Fixed to the latter
is a spring, covered with leather, and oiled
silk, which passes downwards and inwards
to tile vulva. The internal extremity is ii
attached, by a screw, to a shank of wood ;
the latter is adapted to a globular piece of
the same substance, like a pessary, which
presses directly upon the opening through
which the hernia had descended, and in a
direction upwards, backwards and out-
wards.

COLCHICUM
IN

CASES OF SCARLATINA.

To the Editor of THE LANCET.
SIR :-As scarlatina has reappeared in this

city, I have been induced to bring before
your readers a notice of a remedy, which,
so far as I am aware, has never before been
tt’ied in that disease ; and I do so with the I
greater confidence in having been partly anti- i,
cipated in my observations by Dr. Lewins, of !i
Leith. The observations of that gentleman ’,
on the use of colchicum, although more par-
ticularly applicable to continued fever, very
much agree with those I had made in scar-
let fever, without any knowledge of his
experiments.
From 20th July, 1836, to 25th May, 1837,

I had an opportunity, in a country district
where I then resided, of seeing and pre-
scribing for 126 cases of scarlatina, of whic Ii
number onty 4pne died. That my success

was, in a great measure owing to the use of
the colehicum, is evident from the fact, that,
in the same district, during the same epi.
demic, and it) the same class of patients,
but uuder a different mode of treatment, one
out of five or six of all who were affected,
died.*" It is far from my intention to make
an invidious distinction between my own
success in the treatment of that disease and
that of my brother practitioners, believing,
as I do, that the ordinary measures, were,
in most cases, early and skilfully applied.
But as it is impossible, without a compara.
tive view, to show the advantage of one
mode of treatment over another, 1 have re-
luctantly availed myself of the above fact.
As I intend, at some future period, to pre.
sent these observations in a more extended
form, detailing in full, some of the cases in
which the effects of the medicine were most
apparent, I shall only trouble you, in the
meantime, with the following summary, in
order to show the grounds on which my opi,
l1ion of the eflicacy of the colchicum was
founded.
As scarlet fever presents itself in different

forms, one case differing from another in

severity, so it may naturally be presumed
that it is not expedient to follow the same
mode of treatment in every case; and ac-
cordingly colchicum ought not to be admi-
nistered in all cases indiscriminately. I ad-
ministered it only to tliirty-five patients,
being little more than one-fourth of those
for which I prescribed, but these, of course,
were of the worst description, being all of
the pure inflammatory type. In the most
of these, bloodletting, both general and
local, was had recourse to ; in others local
bleeding only ; and I may here remark, that
the effects of the colchicum were always
most apparent after detraction of blood ; but
in all, the following changes were more or
less manifested in a short time after its ad-
ministration. The pulse was diminished in
frequency and force ; the palpitation of the
heart, which in young subjects was often
perceptible to the eye, subsided ; the in-
flammation and pain of the throat were alle-
viated ; and the patient often expressed
himself " much better." Vomiting was ex-
cited in a few cases ; but as this seemed
always to be followed by an improvement in
the state of the tonsils, and generally abated

*It is impossible to -give the average of
deaths exactly, as I was not so intimate with
one of the practitioners as to know the llum-
ber of cases which he had under his charge,
but I do not think that it would exceed
thirty, as his practice was very limited,and
I know that he had, at least, five deaths.
The other medical gentleman of the place
told me, himself, that, as near as he could
guess, he had attended fifty patients, and of
these I know, from direct information that
he lost at least twelve.
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after the rejection of a quantity of bile, it
was never found necessary to interrupt the
use of the medicine. The bowels were

generally more or less purged, and the im-
provement was always so sudden and mark-
ed, after a free discharge of dark bilious
stools, that I always considered my patient
out of danger the moment they appeared.
In some cases, where bloodletting was not
premised, these effects were not so easily
produced, two days having elapsed in one
case before any change was observable.
When called to a case of inflammatory

scarlatina, it was invariably my practice,
after administering a purgative and bleed-
ing from the arm, or locally by leeches, as
circumstances might require, to begin with
the vinum colchici, and continue it till all
the inflammatory symptoms were subdued;
a blister round the throat being all that was
necessary to complete the cure. Almost the
only gargle used was a little warm water,
and the occasional inhalation of vaponr ;
and with this, and the treatment above de-

tailed, I have the utmost satisfaction in

saying, that I never saw a tonsil, or any
part of the mouth ulcerated. The dose of
the vinum colchici was considerably below
that administered by Dr. Lewins, and dif-
fered according to the age and strength of
the patient. In no case did it exceed twelve
or fifteen drops every three or four hours, in
a little water, sweetened with syrup, and this
only in strong robust farm-servants: for
children of four or six years, I began with
three or four drops, and decreased the dose,
watching its effects, and stopped whenever
these were manifested.

Since I had recourse to the use ofcolchi-
cum in scarlatina, several of my friends, to
whom I communicated the fact, have tried
it with similar success, and are willing to
add their testimony to the truth of my state-
ments. I am, &c.

WM. TAIT.
14, Drummond-street, Edinburgh,

October 1837.

WM. TAIT.

CASES OF TETANUS;
WITH REMARKS,

By P. CAMPBELL, Esq., A. M., Surgeon,
Edinburgh.

THE comparative rareness of tetanus in
this country, prevents the private practi-
tioner from seeing very many cases, even
during a long and extensive practice ; but
he will often be able to acquire more accu-
rate information of the various circum-
stances and habits of his patient, than the
hospital attendant ; and his cases may be
more diversified, although, perhaps, less
numerous than such as may fall, at times,
under the care of the army or navy surgeon.
On perusing the table appended to the ex-

cellent work of Mr. Curling on tetanus, I
could not help regretting that the occupa-
tions, at least, of the patients were not
given ; as there may be something in the
particular circumstances and mode of life,
that may either predispose to, or render
more exempt from, this fatal malady. Wo-
men are less exposed to the usual exciting
causes, and, on that account, are seldomer
affected than men ; but in the female, the
disease seems to be much milder when it
does occur, than it is in male patients.
Whether it may accord with the observa-
tions of others, placed in similar circum-
stances, I know not, but to me it has ap-
peared, that men employed under ground,
where injuries of all descriptions, and often
of a very severe nature, frequently happen,
are personally exempted from tetanic affec-
tions. I do not hazard this opinion at ran-
dom, but from having had the medical
charge of two very extensive collieries
eleven years, where machinery, blasting
with gunpowder, falling in of the roof, &c.,
iziflicted lacerated and contused wounds,
often complicated with fracture, and occa-
sionally requiring amputation; but in no
instance did I ever, among these people, see
or even hear of a case of tetanus ; while I
believe that a due proportion of tetanic
affections has occurred to me among other
classes of patients.
CASE l.-July 22. 1811, 5, P.M., was re-

quested to visit John I., a very tall, stout,
muscular man, aged 36 years, of dark com-
plexion, a native of Shetland, and, from his
youth, a sailor ; of sober, industrious habits.
He had been employed in every quarter of
the globe, often the one half of the year in
Iceland, and the other in the Torrid Zone.
For some weeks the vessel to which he be-
longed, lay in the Leith harbour to undergo
repairs, and, during that time, he was a good
deal exposed on deck, mending the sails,
&c., by day, in very warm weather ; and, in
the chill of the evenings, was in the habit of
coming home to his family in an open boat,
a distance of eight miles. Last night he
complained of being cold and very uncom-
fortable whel. lie went to bed, and, after
passing a restless night, was unable to get
up in the morning. On entering his apart-
ment, I found him in a violent paroxysm,
resting completely on’lris heels and occiput,
with frequent spasmodic twitching of his
whole body. The abdominal muscles were
tense as a board, and the trunk of his body
formed an arch with the extremities. The
features were distorted, the pupils contract-
ed, the jaws firmly locked, and his whole
body covered with perspiration, which ex-
haled a very peculiar foetid odour. The
pulse was firm and full, about an hundred,
I should suppose, when I first took hold of
his wrist; but it gradually fell to 84 on the
paroxysm abating, He had been in that
state from midday, the paroxysms returning


